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PLANNING & CODES

It’s real.

MEMORANDUM
To: Seguin Planning & Zoning Commission
From: Helena Schaefer, Senior Planner

Subject: Crime and Traffic Police Calls and Housing Growth
Date: March 8, 2023

At the December 13, 2022 Planning and Zoning meeting, a request was made for City staff
to do analyses on traffic and crime statistics in relation to the recent residential
development/growth.

Planning staff was able to obtain the data for police calls between September 1, 2018 to
December 31, 2022, totaling approximately 86,206 records. The full calendar year of 2018
was not accessible as the City of Seguin Police Department switched law enforcement
record management systems. All calls were categorized into eight classes: Alarm, Assist,
Civil, Community, Crime, Disorder, Traffic, and Other. For these analyses, only the Crime
and Traffic classes were used. For Crime, the calls consisted of the following: burglary,
criminal misconduct, criminal trespassing, fraud, harassment, narcotics, person
w/weapon, robbery, sex offense, thefts, and threats. For Traffic, the calls consisted of
collision major, collision minor, hit and run, reckless driver, traffic complaint, traffic
control, traffic hazard, traffic offense, and unauthorized use of vehicle.

The intent of the analyses is to identify if there is “standing” behind the argument made
by adjacent property owners who are in opposition to zoning change requests. Calls were
geocoded as points on the map as latitude and longitude of the incidents. The points were
then “weighted” based on the number of incidents at that particular location. The
weighted points then are used to generate a density map. The higher the density for a
point, the more occurrences of that particular class of police call.

Attached are maps illustrating the crime calls for 2018 and 2022 and the traffic calls for
2018 and 2022. The redder the area, the more calls responded to. A more detailed
presentation will be given at the March Planning and Zoning meeting.
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